
                      BCC Legislation Committee – follow-up
Based on our conversations via email, there appear to be no issues with AB 2281 once questions were answered - expanding scope of MLTs to do RHO/ABO, microscopic urinalysis, blood smear review; accordingly the discussions with CAMLT and the lobbyist for Pathologist, all will be over seen by the supervisor and will be automated, making them moderate complexity. CMA has taken a support position on this measure.

There are 6 Valley Fever bills; those most affected by this disease are in the central valley counties of:

     Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Tulare, and San Luis Obispo counties.  

        Valley Fever contributes to an average of 78 fatalities each year in California. 

AB 1789 - OSHA reporting, sponsored by Valley Fever Americas Foundation - heard on 3/12, votes: 6-0, headed to appropriations 

Comments: “Currently, Cal/OSHA regulates workers’ health and safety at their work site, but they are not specifically targeted to prevent Valley Fever.  
The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has recommendations on their website that can further prevent Valley Fever among workers, but these are optional. This bill would allow Cal/OSHA to strengthen and improve protections against Valley Fever while providing greater clarity for employers to meet these standards.”
AB 1787 will be heard 3/20 and is sponsored by Valley Fever Americas 
Foundation (VFAF):

     

Comments: they note that inconsistencies in the reporting process can result in cases being underreported and inaccurate case totals.  VFAF states this bill sets a consistent, reliable annual deadline for LHDs reporting cases of Valley Fever to DPH and this bill will establish regularity and standardization in the reporting process. 

CMA has taken a support position on all 6 bills
 I will report back on the following:
AB 2892 - Pest control: mosquito abatement

SB 987 - Driver's license - organ and tissue donation registry: consent

                               Health Care in California
The 2018 legislature is moving along, this, as noted previously, is the last administration for Jerry Brown. Budget hearings are underway on both sides
and negotiations have begun on a number of issues. 
Chief among the issues from a policy perspective is what California will do about the health care issues affecting us and the nation. As noted earlier the SB 562 (Lara & Atkins) the single payer measure was pulled once it reached the Assembly, the Speaker empowered the Select Committee on Health Care Delivery Systems and Universal Coverage to begin a process for addressing the single payer issue as well as reviewing the health care system in California, the nation and the world. Hearings on California’s health issues were held starting in October 2017, concluding in early February. The Select Committee on Health Care Delivery Systems and Universal Coverage released a report on Monday, March 12th:

A PATH TO UNIVERSAL COVERAGE AND UNIFIED HEALTH CARE FINANCING IN CALIFORNIA
It is a 47 page document and covers the testimony of the participants and the policy issues that will affect our approach to the myriad health issues in California.
Suffice it to say addressing the health issues in California will be a multi-year process addressing “substantial legal, political and technical obstacles to implementing such a system.”


 “Substantial changes in federal law and federal waivers would be required 
to transform Medicare, Medi-Cal and the funds used for premium tax credits 
for Covered California enrollees into a system of unified public financing, 
and to allow the federal government to transfer funds to California 
in lieu of 
continuing to pay for Medicare, the federal portion of Medi-Cal and 
premium tax credits. In addition, the state would need to raise new revenue 
to replace most of the money currently spent by employers and employees 
for employer -sponsored insurance.” 
_______________________________________________________

http://healthcare.assembly.ca.gov/sites/healthcare.assembly.ca.gov/files/Report%20Final%203_13_18.pdf 

To that end, Senator Lara introduced this session:

 SB 974 (Lara) – Medi-cal: immigration status: adults 
This bill would extend eligibility for full-scope Medi-Cal benefits to individuals of all ages who are otherwise eligible for those benefits but for their immigration status.

Given the current discussion and the possibility that the Select Committee will be generating a series of bills, it is unclear if SB 974 will move forward. 
Setting the stage for the aforementioned bill were the following:

SB 75 (Committee on Budget & Fiscal Review) signed in 2015 allows the state to cover insurance costs through Medi-cal for undocumented children under the age of 18. 

SB 10 (Lara) signed by the Governor in 2016 allows undocumented residents to access health care through Covered California but without access to subsidies. 
However, California will have to apply for waivers from the federal government. 

Undocumented residents can purchase coverage in the private individual market. 

On March 15th, over 50 organizations and health activists came together to form the http://care4allca.org coalition. The primary purpose is to achieve an ambitious health care agenda to win universality, affordability, and accountability in our health system. The Care4All California campaign “will advance a sweeping package of over 20 legislative and budget items to move California toward 100% coverage, increased affordability assistance, and industry oversight to contain costs, improve quality, and advance equity – while also resisting federal administrative attacks on our health system and avoiding the need for federal approvals and waivers.”
The Care4All California campaign is committed to ensuring that California has 100% health coverage, as well as improving quality, affordability, and equity in our health system. We are moving California forward to attain:
· Universal coverage, regardless of immigration status, age, disability, income, 
or other factors.

· Affordable coverage, with increased financial assistance in Covered 
California to reduce premiums and cost-sharing, so no Californian 
pays more than a percentage of their income for their premium, on a 
sliding scale, and lower co-pays and deductibles too.

· Cost-effective coverage that improves health outcomes and reduces 
disparities. Care is focused on value, quality and equity for patients, 
rather than profits.

· Public coverage options that are determined by public policy and 
accountability rather than the whims of private insurers.
In 2018, the Care4All California campaign is advancing a policy agenda that meets the four standards of access, affordability, quality, and equity by:
· Expanding Medi-Cal coverage to all low-income Californians, regardless of 
immigration status;

· Improving affordability for individuals who purchase through the ACA;

· Eliminating hurdles to care for the most vulnerable Californians including 
low-income workers and families, seniors, and persons with 
disabilities;

· Improving outcomes and equity through greater oversight and 
accountability; and

· Addressing health care cost drivers that make care unaffordable, from 
insurance to hospital care to prescription drugs.

                                    Upcoming Elections
Senate:

Special election - June 5th - Senator Tony Mendoza, SD32 representing Artesia, Montebello, Whittier, Pico Rivera, Downey and Norwalk, resigns among a sexual harassment scandal and will run in the special election set up to replace him, the election is June 6th.  

Senator Joss Newman, D29 faces a recall that day. 

Primary – June 5th – Six Senators are termed out:


Joel Anderson


Tom Berryhill


Anthony Cannella


Kevin De Leon – running for Senate against Diane Feinstein


Jean Fuller


Ed Hernandez – running for Lt. Governor

Travis Allen, D72 is running for Governor


Rocky Chavez, D76 is running for Congress – D49, Darryl Issa has 



resigned

Assembly: Special Election on April 3rd 
The sexual harassment scandal at the Capitol has forced 2 sitting Assemblyman to 
resign: Raul Bocanegra, D39 and Matthew Dababneh, D45.  One other sitting
Assemblyman Sebastian Ridley-Thomas D – 54, resigned because of health reasons. 

Statewide Initiatives on June 5th Ballot
Proposition 68
SB 5 (Chapter 852, Statutes of 2017), De León
California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018. (PDF)
Proposition 69

ACA 5 (Resolution Chapter 30, statutes of 2017), Frazier
Motor vehicle fees and taxes: restriction on expenditures: appropriations limit.(PDF) 

Proposition 70

ACA 1 (Resolution Chapter 105, statutes of 2017), Mayes
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Reserve Fund. (PDF) 

 

Proposition 71

ACA 17 (Resolution Chapter 190, Statutes of 2017), Mullin
Ballot measures: effective date (PDF)
 

Proposition 72

SCA 9 (Resolution Chapter 1, Statutes of 2018), Glazer
Property tax: new construction exclusion: rain water capture system. (PDF)
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